Cairndow Community Childcare Child Illness Policy 

policy reviewed 11th August 2011
Parents are asked not to bring children in to the nursery if they are suffering from any of the following:

· Sore throat

· High temperature

· Sickness, diarrhoea or gastric upset. ( Diarrhoea is when a child has had 3 or more loose or liquid bowel movements in 24 hours or more often than is normal for the child) Children will not be allowed to attend the nursery until they have been clear of all symptoms for at least 48 hours.
· Any other infectious illness

Children who have been prescribed antibiotics will not be admitted to nursery for the first 48 hours of treatment. Children who receive anti biotic treatment to deal with an ongoing condition may be admitted to Nursery at the discretion of the manager.
Parents/ carers must ensure that they make effective arrangements for emergency care should their child become ill whilst at Nursery. In this situation they will be taken to a safe area away from other children, made comfortable and the parent/ carer will be notified and asked to collect their child immediately. It is essential that all families provide the Nursery with up to date contact information so they are easily contactable in an emergency.
Nursery staff will put in place appropriate infection control measures.
Administration of medication will be in accordance with our medication policy.
Parents are required to telephone the nursery if their child will not be attending their session due to illness. On taking the phone call staff will enquire as to the nature of the illness as in some circumstances we may be required to inform SCSWIS other parents and our area Health Protection team.
Head Lice Policy

Head lice are a problem that can sometimes occur in the nursery, and an information leaflet is available from us.
If head lice are found on a child they may return to Nursery once they have been treated.  If a child is found to have head lice in the nursery, parents or carers will be contacted to collect their children as soon as possible
Exclusion periods

The following recommendations of exclusion for infectious diseases will be strictly observed. Where a child is suffering from any other illness NHS infection control guidelines will be consulted.

	Disease
	Minimum Period of exclusion

	Diarrhoea / vomiting 
	48 hours after the last episode

	Whooping cough
	5 days after starting antibiotics

	Chicken pox
	5 days after appearance of last spots

	Impetigo
	Until legions are crusted or healed

	Measles & German Measles
	5 days after onset of rash

	Slapped cheek
	While fever is present

	scabies
	Until after 1st treatment

	conjunctivitis
	Whilst infection is active

	mumps
	 5 days from onset of swelling

	Hand foot and mouth
	While legions are present

	Ear infection
	48 hours after commencement of anti biotics. However children may NOT return to Nursery until the ear is clear of discharge
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